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HE HAD A FATHER IN HEAVEN. 


Jamie was born in Edinburgh, Scotland. His father and mother died 
when he was a mere child. When he became mum err tive 
with his unele, for whom he was a message bor. 

His relative did not treat him well; his clothing was med and W 
The tattered condition of his ee oaused the boys on the streets to 
poke fun at him. They called out to him: i 
Gang hame and get yer mither tae mend yer Wels (pants).” 

e had better sell yer claes (clothes) or youl lose by them.” 

They made many other cutting remarks. — . 

Jamie felt badly about it. He was brave and he — 
of his tormentors a sound thrashing; but this was wrong on his pervant 
did not cure the matter. 

One day the boys on the streets had boon more ne eus hin 
than usual, and Jamie was nearly broken-hearted. In this state of feeling 
he went to his sister, who was hired out in 1 een 
religious girl. : 

Nobody cares for me. I feel alone in the world. Pm of no use to my: 
self or anybody else. I have no decent clothing. The boys on the street 
insult and torment me, and 1 don’t know what to do.” 

‘Then the tears flowed down his face like rain: This outburst was 
followed by sighs and sobs, showing the depth of his distress. 

Of course what he said was in the Scottish dialect, but if I were to tell 
it that way, my young readers would not understacd it. | 

His sister soothed and encouraged him. 

“Jamie,” she said; “you have a Father. You: have „ Father 1 bat 
Go and pray to Him. — 


you.” 
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“If Tre got a Father in heaven does He not know all about me, and if 
He does, why does He not give me what I want.” 

“Well, if a thing is a worth having it is worth asking for. Tell Him 
what you need.” 

Jamie went home and before he lay down to sleep he knelt down and 
prayed. He was not used to praying, 80 he did it in a plain way. This 
is almost exactly ‘what he said: 

“Faither in heaven, if ye are my Faither in heaven I want ye tae show 
that ye are. I want ye tae get me a 
coat, (vest) and a jacket.” 

He tumbled into bed and the next setended to his — 
For several days he did not think much about praying, until he was sent 
with a package of shoes to a house at which two boys from the East 
Indies were boarding. They had been sent from India by their father, to 
be educated in Edinburgh. 

The lady who came to the door when he rang the bell took the package 
and looked at Jamie with her kind, motherly eyes. He glanced up at her 
face, and his heart went out to her. 

“Will you come in and have some oat cake?” 

“Thank you, I believe I will.” © 

Jamie was tendered a seat and given a piece of cake, and — 
vent about hunting around for articles of clothing. She gathered together 
two full suits that were quite good and which the rich man’s boys had 
cast aside. She made a parcel of them, held it out to Jamie and ome 1 
would like you to take that.” 

It was received with thankfulness by him and he. started. for — an 
the way a voice seemed to say to him, Now, haven't vou a eier in 
heaven ?” 

“Yes, I believe I have,” said Jamie, panthers it was dew. that * had 
got even more than he asked for in his n suits in . of ver 
from his heavenly Father. 

Afterwards he prayed: “Faither i in 8 In dns what ye week me 
tae, if yell show me how to serve ye“ 

For some time after this Jamie lost sight. of his e — 
But a circumstance occurred which revived them. He had made an 
appointment with some boys to go to the Queen’s Park in the suburbs of 
the city, on some kind of a frolic. On the way they had to pass Shake- 
speare Square, where the Theatre The 
postoffice now occupies the same site. 

On the front steps of the theatre s en nuk —— — 
headed and were confronted by a large crowd of people. These men were 
- Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. One of them 
Robert Hogg—was preaching the Gospel. Jamie paused. He was 
rivetted to the spot. Every word uttered by the preacher sank deep into 
his soul. It was the truth and he knew it. He was so much interested 
that he forgot about his intended visit to. te n, — We . | 

“Come on, what’s the use of heading here.” | roe 
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m not going. You can go if you want to, I shall stop and listen to 
these men.” 

They left him and he remained. John Anderson, the other Elder, spoke 
also, and made the same impression on Jamie as did the first speaker. 

Jamie learned that the Latter-day Saints held meetings in Clyde Street 
Hall, and attended some of them. But his ardor cooled off after awhile. 

He had left his uncle and had got work where he did fairly well. One 
Saturday night he was tempted to enter a beer shop with some of his 
fellow workmen. He did not drink himself, but some of his companions 
indulged until the effects of the stuff were plainly visible. 

He looked at them. He was taken with a sudden impulse of disgust. 
He arose. It seemed as if some one spoke to him and said: 

“What are you doing here? This is no place for you. The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is true, and you know it.” 

He started for the door. His companions called to him to come back, 
but he went direct to his lodgings. 

Jamie lost no time in hunting up Elder 3 When he called at 
his house he was not at home. He waited several hours, as he was deter- 
mined that there should be no delay in his obeying the Gospel so far as 
he was concerned. 

Finally the Elder arrived. After the usual greeting Jamie said : 

„I want to be baptized for the remission of my sins and become a mem- 
ber of the Church of Jesus Christ.” ? 
The Elder to explain the doctrines to him, but he said: 

“I don’t think there is any need of an explanation, because I know that 
the Gospel is true. Will you baptize me?” 

“I have the rheumatism and I hardly think it would be well for me to 
go into the water.” 

“Well, if you cannot. baptize me, I wish you would direct unio some 
Elder 

However, an appointment vas made for Elder Anderson to officiate in 
the holy ordinance, near Leith harbor. The writer of this was present on 
the occasion and witnessed the ceremony, through obedience to which 
Jamie became a member of the Church. 

A few years afterwards Jamie was called into the ministry and per- 
formed a mission in one of the midland districts of England, and accom- 
plished a good work. He then came to Utah and is now a Bishop’s Coun- 
selor in one of the towns of this State and likewise holds an office under 
the general government. 

Since the time when he first learned that he had a Father in heaven he 
has had numerous evidences of the fact which was so clearly manifested 
by the rather remarkable answer to his first prayer.—JOHN NICHOLSON, in 
| the Juventle Instructor. mae 


Ir we would only try to be pleased with our present circumstances, 
how much more true happiness would flow from such an effort than 
results! 
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THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN PROPHETS. 


Urs entrance to Statehood again puts in evidence before the country 


at large that picturesque and ever-puzzling people, the Mormons. Their 


“flight into the wilderness” after the memorable expulsion from Ohio and 
Illinois and Missouri, the founding of Deseret, the government’s warfare 
against polygamy and final suppression of plural marriages—these are 
distinct and familiar episodes in the history of “the Saints.” Not less 
interesting to the public observation is the passing of this singular com- 
munity from territorial restrictions to the new liberties and privileges of 
a state. This advancement of a people so unique offers an alluring study 
to anyone who is even remotely interested in the development of the great 
west. Approach the Mormons from any point of view, and you have 
abundant matter for investigation. The romance of their history is not 
exceeded by the story of the Indians. Their endurance, development, dis- 
persion, reunion, and prosperity have scarce a parallel, save in the specta- 
cle of the Jews, incomplete and relative as the comparison may be. Asa 
religious, social, and industrial body their points of contact with other 
communities are few. This by no means precludes the presence in Utah 
of numerous “Gentiles,” whose relations with the elect are unopposed to 
the purposes of commerce. Yet the Mormons are dominant there, and 
will probably prevail in number and power indefinitely, especially if the 
converts made by missionaries equal in number the other immigrants. 
How will the Saints adjust themselves to the new conditions? Will their 
old attitude of distrust and suspicion of the government's official represen- 
tatives undergo, in time, the complete modification essential to truest 
patriotism? Will the sense of persecution be ultimately eliminated from 
their minds? Will they cease to teach their children that the United 
States once oppressed them and permitted them to be driven forth as 
wanderers in the desert? In short, will the bitter memories, strong 
prejudices, and latent antipathies of the present generation die out 
with the new? Are they to be an integral or extraneous part of an assim- 
ilating republic whose extraordinary digestive powers the refuse of many 
nations has not impaired? 

These questions and others are uppermost just now; yet I ey that 
tolerant persons whose scrutiny of the Mormons has not been wholly 
confined to printed accounts or mouth-to-mouth fables fear no evil results 
from Utah’s statehood. Though “revelations” have at various times 
countenanced and discountenanced polygamy, there is now less likelihood 
of a return to its practice than in the days of Joseph Suiith's predicament. 
Dismissing this danger as improbable, one finds so much to admire in the 
industrial accomplishments of the Mormons, so much to praise in their 
economic system as contrasted with methods in vogue among many 
American farmers, so much to applaud in those principles of cohesion 
which fortify and advance community interests, that one is tempted to 
dismiss the other questions too. Without preaching Socialism, save as the 
Biblical mode of life may involve that — there is still much in the 
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common practice of the Mormons which the Socialist is as yet able to air 
only as a theory. Without the assistance of the money now-a-days deemed 
the sine gud non of great industrial achievement, they have nevertheless 
erected in Utah an agricultural bulwark against which the onslaughts of 
panic have proved impotent. Without pretensions to much scientific 
knowledge, their reservoirs and dams are object-lessons to engineers from 
the east, Without endowment of any kind, the funds of their Church are 
so sustained by tithes, and the spirit of self-sacrifice is so abiding, that a 
comprehensive and diligent body of missionaries seeks recruits to the faith 
alike in Sweden and in Samoa. Alert and informed business-men in 
the country stretching, from the Missouri River to the Pacific coast 
look upon the irrigation movement as the most potent factor in the 
further and immediate upbuilding of the west; and for vivid illustration 
of their arguments they point to Utah no eon than to California and 
Colorado. Yet, liberal as one may be in considering the Mormon as a 
citizen, you cannot escape the curious interest aroused by his religion. I 
select religion from all the expressions of his life because you cannot treat 
him intelligently apart from it. I doubt if there be any other class of 
people speaking the English language whose every action is so intimately 
bound up with its belief in spiritual things. The Bible, or the Book of 
Mormon, or the “Doctrine and Covenants,” is at the bottom of all he 
does. In body he belongs to the nineteenth century; in spirit he holds 
close communion with the Israelites of old. No shrine or relic is needed 
to excite his devotion. He walks among miracles. Cures of the flesh are 
effected by prayer, and instantly; obstacles are removed, dangers averted, 
foes disarmed, material assistance rendered, through divine interposition. 
It is the faith that would move mountains and marvel not. 

Some men find comfort in philosophy; misfortune fills others with 
a fierce pride that is their strength. But the children of Nephi seek 
analogy and example in the things which befell their ancestors in Egypt 
and in Arabia. The alkali-pools of the American desert are yet less bitter 
than the waters of Marah. When the gushing fountain slakes their thirst, 
no visible Moses, no actual rod, is needed to confirm the divine source of 
the relief. The buffaloes which satisfy a desperate hunger took no acci- 
dental trail in their passage over the plains: it was the Lord that put 
them in the path of the Saints. Is this sincere, or bred of affectation? Ask 
some one who reads the hearts of men. I see only the signs that I see. It 
is not of the Mormons in Utah alone that 1 speak now. You will find 
them dwelling on the plains and among the mountains of Arizona, New 
Mexico, Idaho, and elsewhere. But wherever found they are much the 
same—all dreamers of dreams, prophets or followers of prophets, living 
among revelations and guided by them. It is this phase of Mormon 
character that I would especially illustrate. To me, at least, it seems 
more than anything else to lay bare the species of mental operation that 
accepts 80 unquestioningly the doctrines of Joseph Smith. It explains tbe 
kind of imagination, the credulity. and simplicity of conviction, the 

stubborn clinging to an entertained idea, that have led the Mormons 
unwavering through crises of contemporary occurrences, through arrays 
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of current historical evidence, through testimony of apostates, that might 
well shake the faith of the blindest believer. Finally, it affords a clue to 
the ready acceptance of and persistent devotion to a religion whose 
externals are not inviting, whose exactions are rigorous, whose material 
_ rewards in connection with the industrial system which it i offers are 
approached only through toil and self-denial. 

It is true that even in a country where the pioneer keeps no calendar, 
where the names of days are lost in the monotony of their duties, the 
Mormon has not swerved from the mandate concerning Sunday. It is 
true also—whether poverty or precept be the controlling motive—that 
bread and milk are often his main sustenance; that tobacco is little used 
by the orthodox; that the Saints are no “riotous eaters of flesh; that 
the sobriety for which the Mormon is noted arises from the advocacy of 
total abstinence, There even seems to be strong warrant for the Mormon’s 
boast of personal purity. This much admitted as approximate verity, I 
pass over his defects as irrelevant to the present purpose, and simply note 
that, with all the severity and soberness of his environment, the Mormon 
is not steeped in sadness. Take him as encountered in the farming com- 
munities—since it is here that he is most typical—and you will find him 
no enemy of rational amusement. I am not sure that his ideas of recrea- 
tion are broad enough to admit of card-playing without stakes; but the 
village dance, opened and closed with prayer, is a frequent pastime, and 
hymns are not his only music. The Mormon, in fact, is neither morose 
nor emotional. You can trace the process of the thought that chains him 
to the Church neither to gloom nor to ecstasy. Yet what should the con- 
‘tempt and execration of Gentiles, the sober statements of impartial 
historians, the contradictions of expounded doctrine—what should these 
things weigh with one who hears voices from on high and all but sees the 
visible hand of the Lord stretched forth to save? With what patience 
may a chosen people bear the sneer that classifies the New Mexico popu- 
lation as “white men, Mexicans, Indians, and Mormons!” With what 
superior wisdom, what conscious rectitude, may they meet the Nauvoo 
women’s arraignment of a prophet who foretold the civil war, the Gentiles’ 
suspicions of a later seer whose promise of protection against savages was 
wonderfully made good! With what serene indifference may they over- 
look the Missourians’ gibes and charges of misdoing—they who were 
divinely directed through myriad dangers, across trackless and inhospit- 
able wastes, to the land of the honey-bee? There is a pretty fable in the 
west—to me it is pure fiction—that when the exiled Mormons turned 
their faces towards the Pacific in that toilsome march to the Utah of to- 
day they scattered sunflower-seeds in their path. The purpose of it, so 
the story goes, was to make a trail of blossoms that would some day guide 
their returning steps to the country whence they. were expelled— the 
country of the “New Jerusalem.” The sowing was fruitful, and the suc- 
ceeding seasons’ yield of flowers brought fresh seeds that the winds 
bore broadcast. That is one explanation of the sunflower’s profusion in 
— valle and on the plains to the east and west of the Continental 

doubt the readiness of the Mormons to accept this explanation, 
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even though some authority be furnished. W. T. 1 in Lippincott’s 

A yaw four-page tract has just been issued at this Office. It is entitled 
“Character of the Latter-day Saints,“ and contains ‘the testimonies of a 
number of distinguished individuals concerning the virtues and faith of 
the Saints. It will serve as an excellent means for allaying prejudice 
that may exist against our people. The price is two shillings and six pence 
per 1000. 

A second edition of the pamphlet “My Reasons for leaving the Church 
of England and joining the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints“ 
— ‘The price is the came as before—five shillings per 100 He 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


books of the Faith-Promoting 
Series. They contain interesting narratives of missionary. life, short 
biographies of prominent men in the Church, oto., and are very suitable 
‘for the perusal of the young, as they tend to pi them with faith in 
God. They are sold at one shilling eaccg. 
nnn Book, which is sold at six. 


“Tux Northampton Daily Reporter ot Sepsenber 20th makes mention of 
religious services held by Latter-day Saint missionaries there, and also 
gives a summary of an interview which one of the newspapers repre- 
sentatives had with President J. H. Paul of the Birmingham Conference. 
Although the report is brief it gives a correct statement of some of the 
doctrines of the Latter-day Saints, and of the claims they toake respecting 
the apostasy und the restoration of the Gospel. | 


Run amp. Elder — 

ably released from presiding over the Irish Conference to return home 

October 7, 1897. 
Elder John W. the Scottish Conference has boom 

to preside over the Irish Conference. _ 

William J. Panter has been released. from laboring in the Liverpool 

Conference and appointed as Traveling Eider in the London Conference 


— 


— 


DIED. 

Kimberley, September 7, 1807, Mrs. Mary Ann 
Shaw, wife of Elder Benjamin Shaw. | "The was not the Church, 
‘but was ever Kind to the’ missionaries,” 

At Airtrie, Scotland, September 18, 1897, Donald Nicolson, aged years. 

Deceased ‘wie born in Inverness, and joined the Church of eee eee eee 

Dante over three years ago. He died full of faith in the Gospd. 8 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1897. 


RENDERING PREMATURE JUDGMENT. 


In another part of this issue is an article under the heading “The Rocky 
‘Mountain Prophets.” It is taken from Lippincott’s Magazine, a prominent 
American periodical. From that paper it has been copied and appears on 
this side of the water in Public Opinion of September 10, 1897. The 
article represents the people in a tolerably fair light, from the standpoi 
of the writer, who is not a believer in the divinity of the Prophet Jose 
Smith’s calling nor in the inspiration of the doctrines of the Latter-day 
Saints. He is honest in representing the people just as they appeared to 
him. 
Generally when men try to explain the motives or the thoughts of their 
fellow-beings they make mistakes; and this writer has done the same. 
He implies that the Latter-day Saints accept “unquestioningly the doc- 
trines of Joseph Smith:“ that they are a credulous people, that is they 
easily believe without sufficient evidence. In this respect he greatly mis- 
judges them. The Latter-day Saints of all religious bodies are emphatic- 
ally the most incredulous. They demand proof for what they are called 
upon to believe. There are more people among the Latter-day Saints than 
among any other society of worshipers who can give satisfactory reasons 
for their faith. While it is true that they accept as divine the teachings 
of Joseph Smith, they only do so on receiving ample proof; and this. proof 
has been acquired by the most earnest, critical investigation.1 
The writer above referred to has probably had but a short jequaintance 
with the people of whom he writes. He is not acquaintéd with the per- 
sonal experience of individual members of the Church, and of course 
knows nothing about the extent of their investigation into the doctrines 
they believe. He is therefore not qualified to judge of their credulity, 


It is very frequently the case that people misjudge the ede 
Gaines by charging them with being too credulous. To show that such 


people are totally incapable of rightly judging the belief of the Saints a 
comparison might be made. Let it be supposed that an individual un- 
versed himself in the science should visit a body of men learned in mathe- 
matics, During his association with these learned men he finds that they 
profess to be able, by aid of the knowledge they have acquired, to measure 
the distances between the earth and the planets of the solar system. To 
the man ignorant of the science by which such a feat can be accomplished 
this would appear impossible. He might go and tell his friends that these 
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men are very credulous, and that they are easily deceived. To him it 
might appear 30, because of his own ignorance, but intelligent persons 
would not accept his testimony on account of it being incompetent. 
Such a man is not able to decide a matter of that character.. The only 
way he can qualify himself for passing fair judgwent upon the claims of 
these men is by studying the principles they have acquired and testing 
them by personal experiments. Should such a man refuse to make this 
investigation of the scientists’ claims, but instead go and publish to the 
porld that they were deceived—that they were credulous, simple-minded 
men—he would be looked upon by intelligent people as a very — 
fellow. There are hundreds of just such stupid fellows who ridicule the 
claims of the Latter-day Saints, and say they are deceived, without having 
made any: investigation . of the principles aon which these claims are 
based. . 


“If it is necessary for one to be acquainted with the principles ot mathe- 
matics in order to demonstrate the truth of them, it is. equally essential 
that a person should be acquainted with the principles of the Gospel in 
order to prove the truth of them. A man-cannot fully investigate the 
faith of the Latter-day Saints by simply visiting them, any more than a 
man cap investigate the claims of mathematicians by merely associating 
with them. He must not only learn in theory the principles they teach 
but must practice them exactly as they do in order to justly prove their 
correctness.’ Judgment passed upon their beliefs without auch inveatiga- 


CHRIST, ‘THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. 


In this aubject 1 will direst: your to the of 
the Apostle to the Gentiles: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in. Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained shat wo walk in 
them” (Eph. 2: 8, 9, 10). 

ing a belief therein, when asked concerning the atoning grace of Chriat, 
will say; What need have we for grace What have we done to need a 
propitia tion for our sins?. Others professing a belief in the word of God 
will fly off to the opposite extreme, and declare they have thrown all upon 
the Savior; and they now have their eternal salvation through Christ's 
finished work, and that they cannot do anything wrong or commit sin. 

To begin at the foundation, we may ask, What is sin! Ot what does 
it consist, and what is the effect thereof? “Whosoever committeth sin 
says 
the. beloved disciple (I Jobn 3: 4); and “All unrighteousness: is sin.” 
James 5: 17. The Apostle James gives us a deſluition of sin. (James 4: 
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* Gut ovedyday life we find sin is the Going ol that which the law for- 
bids or refusing to do that which the law commands, which agrees with 
the seripture. Again, in the natural world about us we find a disobedi- 
ence to those laws will bring the inevitable result and is wrong, which, as 
the laws of nature are given. by God, will minutely agree with Divine law. 
In all conditions, human, natural and Divine, the rule is the same; n 
the disobedience of law, and where there is no law there is no sin. 

‘Sin brings about punishment as its natural consequence: In 
governments, disobedience to law makes the transgressor ‘liable vo the 
‘punishment prescribed. In nature, a disregard of its laws entails upon the 
person sure and inevitable consequences, more or less severe according to 
‘the law broken. In disobeying the Divine or revealed Jaw of God the 
judgment will surely follow, as history records; and as in human and 
natural laws there are grades of punishment, so the laws of God vary the 
kinds and extent of punishment, as the Apostle tells us (I John 6: 175 
as unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.” 

The first sin in this world, as history records, was the disobedience of 
Divine law: when our first parents took upon themselves the condition to 
know good from evil, by which the seeds of mortality were sown in their 
‘bodies, and the effect was banishment from the presence of their Maker 
‘and in time the dissolution of their mortal bodies. In consequence of this 

ein the punishment extended to all their posterity, or as the Apostle Paul 
makes the statement (Rom. 5: 12): “Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned.” 

To convince any reasonable person that these statements are true, all 
we should have to do ‘is to call attention to what is taking place around 
us on every side. We see ourselves and fellow-creatures clothed in mor- 
tality and subject to death. We see from time to time our ‘fellows, our 

‘friends and those who are near and dear to us passing ai being 
laid in the cold and silent tomb, to moulder into the dust. : 

But we are told that sin and its effects did not end with our first Parete 
for the preacher tells us, (Ecclesiastes 7: 20): “For there is not a just man 
upon earth, that dosth good, and sinneth not.“ The Apostle Paul tells us 
- (Rom. 3: 9, 10): For we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under sin; as it is written, There is none righteous, no; not 
one; and: in Galatians (3: 22): “But the scripture hath concluded all 
‘antler sin.” Also John (I epistle 1: 8) says: “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us 

Ik we stop a moment and think over our past lives and took at the bn 
dition of people around us, we will see sin and transgression on all sides, 
and find in our own past history that we have done those things we ought 
not to do and failed to do those things we ought to have done. This being 
“the condition of the whole world, as shown by abundant proof on every 
hand, where is the person who, whether learned or unlearned, high or low, 
rich or Poor, can by his own exertions, aided by any art or science known 
to man or any merely human agency, bring about the salvation of his own 
soul, or take the first step to bring about the resurrection of his body 
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from the dust? 1 am sure if this question ‘is looked 80 in the light of 
reason and revelation the answer will be alike by Jew and Gentile, 
deist and atheist, those expecting salvation and the so-called saved 
brethen, Christian and heathen, saint and sinner, that no man by his 
own research can find out God. All will come to understand that if any 
get salvation it will be by thé grace of God. Not of works, lest any 
‘man should boast ;” or (Rom. 11: 6, 6), “According to the election of 
grace, and if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace’ ho 
more grace. 

The question, In what way is the grace of God Uo waite hid 
unto salvation? is important, Knowing God to be a God of justice as pro- 
claimed in the scriptures and made manifest in nature: “Because that 
which may be known of God is manifest in them. „r the 
invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by things that are made.” (Rom. 1: 19, 20); knowing 
that mercy cannot rob justice, and having seen that justice has claims 
upon all the human race by reason of original sin and the personal dis- 
obedience of every child of Adam, we find that through the mercy of God 
He has prepared a plan by which justice may be satisfied and inercy ex- 
tended to the whole human family who will accept it. | 
‘THE ATONEMENT. 

God, by His infinite wisdom knowing that men would lite bil 
provided * infinite atonement in the person of His son as, the lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world,” (Rev. 13: 8). The Apostle tells 
us (I Tim. 2: 5, 6), “Kor there is one God; and one mediator between God 
‘and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time. To make it more plain in what way Christ is the 
mediator, he says: “And for this vause he is the mediator of the new 
testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgres- 
sions that were under the first testament, they which are called might 
receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, 
there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament 
is of force after men are dead ; otherwise it is of no strength at all while 
the testator liveth. And alinost all things are by the law purged 
with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.” Heb. 9: 16, 
186, 17 and 22. zs 
Thus, we see the grace of God made manifest; thd de psd nad We 
‘requirements of justice satisfied. And in the same way as was revealed 
unto the prophets in all ages of the world. Moses says: “The Lord thy 
God will ‘raise up unto thee a Prophet from the A thy 

brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken:” (Deut. 18: 16). 
Isaiah tells us of the Mediator: “Surely he hath. burns our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem’ him stricken, ‘smitten of God, 
and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace wae upon n; and with 
_his stripes we are healed,” Isaiah 63: 2 

The Apostle ‘Petes in diy Wad led to the people: “Fores 
much as oT ye were not redeemed with corruptible ‘things, as 
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sil vor and gold, from your vain conversation received: by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot. Who verily was foreordained before the found- 
ation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, who by 
him do believe in God, that raised him from the dead, and gave him glory; 
that your faith and hope might be in God.” (I Peter 1: 18, 19, 20, 21). 
Again the words of Christ are (John 12: 82): “And I, if 1 be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 

That Jesus Christ came, suffered and died upon Calvary’ 8 cross, any one 
who reads history cannot deny, whether they accept the biblical account 
or not. For contemporaneous historians, and those writing in the centu- 
ries immediately following the days of the Savior, whether Jews, Greeks, 
Romans or barbarians, record that He lived a pure and noble life, going 
among the people doing good to all men with whom He came in contact ; 
that He was harshly treated, spit upon and scoffed at and at last sent to 
an ignominious death, between two thieves, upon a cross; and all this be- 
cause He claimed to be the Son of God, and that the power of God was 
made manifest in Him. All these writers confirm the scriptural account 
and show it to be true. 

As we have seen, sin is two-fold: a general sin that takes hold 
upon all mankind by reason of the transgression of our first parent (Rom. 
5: 12); and also the individual sin committed by each and every person 
born into the world and coming to age of accountability. (I John 1: 10), 
so the atonement to be com plete must be of a two-fold nature. An atone- 
ment for original or general sin, entailed upon the whole race, by reason 
of the disobedience of our common parents, and also for ae sin 
committed by the party himself. 

The scriptures teach that this atonement was made for original si 810 un- 
conditionally. Having been brought upon mankind without any act of 
theirs it is taken away without any act of theirs. As the Apostle to the 
Gentiles writes (I Cor. 15: 21, 22): “For since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” Thus, as broad as was the effect 
of Adam’s transgression, so broad is the unconditional atonement of 

Obrist. 

“But,” says one, “the second word all in this quotation, does not mean 
n thet ere in Christ or His 
Church.“ 

My dear friend, did you never read the words of the Savior, 41 al the 

resurrection, and the life“ (John 11: 25), and “For the Son of man sball 
ome in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works” (Matt. 16: 27); also in connection 
therewith the words of the Apostle “For we must.all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that which he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad,” (. Cor. 5: 10). Here, though he was writing to the Corinthian 
saints, it is not spoken of them only or of those in n phere; ‘are 
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The Apostle John records this (Rev. 20: 12, 13): “And I saw the dead 
Und (great; stand before God; and the books were opened: — 

another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged 
every man according to their works.” 

The Apostle has it plainly shown to him that all shall receive the benefit 
‘of Christ's atonement. Good, bad and indifferent are to receive a resur- 
rection from the grave, and stand before the judgment seat to be judged. 

Do we need any farther evidence that in or through Christ all shall be 
enside alive? If so the scriptures are full of proof. But to draw your 
attention to the atonement for original sin, we read in Hebrews, (2: 9): 
gut we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace 
of God should taste death for every man.” And finally the Apostle makes 
this question very plain in writing to the Romans, fifth chapter; but I 
will call your attention to the 18th verse, which reads: “Therefore as by 
the offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; even 80 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men ‘unto justifi- 
cation of life.” Could anything be more plain? As death and mortality 
were entailed upon mankind not for any act of theirs but by reason of our 
first parents, so the free gift of a resurrected body and life oomes to all 
men without any exertion of theirs, but through the atonement of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ alone. 

But what about individual sins and the atonement A ebert Here we 
find the sin or disobedience committed and the punishment brought upon 
the individual by his own act. And the scriptures teach us that the 
atonement is made for such sins conditionally, and those who wish to have * 
their personal sins remitted must comply with the conditions. 2 
sins?” 

Most assuredly it will be to those who may receive a salvation, for the 
apostle says (Rom. 3: 24,25): “being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past; through the forbearance of God.” You 
will notice (Rom. 5: 18, 19), the distinction made between those who are 
to receive justification of life and those who are to be made righteous: ‘in 
the one case, “Even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon 
all men unto the justification of lite,“ and on the other hand, 80 by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” The saying of the 
Apostle (Rom. 11: 5, 6), “Even so then at this present time also there is 
* remnaat according to the election of grace. And if by grace then it is 

)of works; otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, 
is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work,“ is thought 
to — any condition, but instead of excluding any condition it proves 
6 “a remnant acoprding’ to the 
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election of grace. If there were no condition there would be no election, 
but all would stand, as God is just and there is no difference to Him 
between Jew and Gentile; “for the same mene mee 
that call upon him.” (Rom. 10: 12). 

The very fact that a remnant will be saved vy grace proves conclusively 
there is a conditional atonement for personal sin. Does not the Apostle 
say, “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world?” (I John 2: 2), And yet there is a 
prepared for all. 

Again, does not our text say that “by grace are ye saved 8 faith”? 
Is not here a condition? Is there a true believer in the eee ee 
thinks for a moment any person can be saved without faith! „ ee 

“But,” says an objector, that is a gift from God. 

Most assuredly it is a gift from God; and 80 is all we have; 13 
air; food, raiment, knowledge, wisdom, power, life itself, repentance, the 
gifts of the Spirit, etc., are all gifte or talents given to people either indi- 
vidually or collectively. And as the Savior illustrates in the parable of 
the talents (Matt. 25: 14-80), God has given us these talents and — 
us to make use of them, or they will be taken away. 

An illustration may assist us: A ship during a storm ‘ite, apenas 
rock, near our coast, and is fast going to pieces. By the grace of the 
government life-saving stations have been provided, and the officers are 
quickly at work and a life line is thrown over the wrecked steamer. | 

Suppose some would say, we will 
‘yang nope shoerd and make is fast, for it is by 
If they would all say that how many would be saved to tell the tale 
Garry the illustration a step further, be 
and hands do pull the line and make fast the ropes; and then, when the 
car is sent aboard, some would refuse to step into the cage, but persist 
thas thay.are to bessved by grace aud refused to obey thecommandment to 

go ashore: how many of such would be saved? 

till they are landed safe upon the rock of life. 

OBEDIENCE. 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus. mato good. works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should. walk in them.” : 

that we should walk in, all we have to do is to open our. Bibles and 
read (I John 1: 5-7): “This then is the message which we have heard of 
him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as. He ig in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jeu Christ 

witch the atonement of our Lord will be 
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applied to personal sin is that we walk in the Hight an is in the light; 
or, in other words, to be created in Christ Jesus unto good works. And 
we are not left in the dark as to how we are to walk in the light as he is 
in the light, for the Apostle writes, (Hebrews 5: 8, 9), “Though he were a 
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him.” 

Thus salvation is to come to those who obey the n of the 
Savior and our God; or, as the Apostle states it, (Rom, 6: 16, 17), “Know 
ye not, that.to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness?” He. also tells the Corinthian saints (I Cor. 7:. 19), 
“Circumcision is nothing, and. uncircumcision is moshing. but the keeping 
of the commandment of God. 

We find it has been thus since the basinaing of the world. * and 
Eve were punished, with mortality and banished from the presence of the 
obedience. Noah was rewarded for his obedience. Abraham was called 
the father of the faithful for his obedience to the commandments given 
him of the Lord. King Saul was told that: “Behold, to obey is bester 
than sacrifice”, (I Sam. 15: 22). Naaman the leper was told to wash seven 
times in the River Jordan, and being: persuaded to n. prophet o 
God he was healed (II Kings 5). : 

Jeremiah (38; 20), records a. promise ante en “Obey, I hesenohi 
thee, the voice of the Lord, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well 
unto thee, and thy soul shall live.” 

The Savior Himself gives us these wants n! by Matt (2: 200 

“not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.“ 
And Luke records (6: 46), “And why call ye. me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say?” When Christ was giving His Apostles their last 
commission He said to them, (Matt. 28: 18, 20): “All power is given unto 
binn in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations. 

15 -. Teaching them to observe all things whatecever I have 
3 ag The Apostles, obedient to the Master, went forth teach⸗ 
ing the people to observe all things. Then Peter and the other seh 
answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than man. 
And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, 
whom God hath given to them that obey him.” The great Apostle to the 
Gentiles, speaking of God, (Rom. 2: 6-10), says: “Who will render 
to every man according to his deeds: to them who by patient continuance 
in well doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life. But 
unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but oben 
unrighteousness, indignation and wrath.“ While the beloved disciple tells 

us, (I John 2: 3, 6): And hereby we do know that we know him, if we 
eel his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a Har and: the truth is not in him. But whoso-keepeth 
his word, in him, verily is, the love of God perfected: hereby know we 
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